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There are many qualifications and modifications of the rule that actionable fraud cannot be based upon the mere expression 
of an opinion.' Frequently, a false assertion of even an opinion will amount to a fraud where under the circumstances the 
other party has a right to rely upon what is stated or represented.* Thus, an expression of opinion may amount to fraud where 
it is a mere contrivance of fraud, where the person to whom it was expressed has justly relied upon it and been misled,* or 
where it is coupled with other circumstances,’ such as active fraud or concealment.° Statements of opinion may be actionable 
fraud where the party making the representation does so with the intent to prevent the party relying thereon from making an 
independent investigation of the facts.° 
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